
Neuroscience Research
From Donation to Discovery:  
How Generosity Fuels Brain Research
Neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease (AD),  
Parkinson’s disease (PD), and the long-term effects of traumatic  
brain injury (TBI) present ongoing challenges due to their  
complexity and the absence of curative treatments.
Progress in areas like biomarker identification, advanced imaging, and gene-targeted interventions is 
driving new possibilities for diagnosis and therapy. Central to these advancements is the generosity  
of organ and tissue donors, whose contributions provide researchers with the high-quality human 
brain tissue essential for unlocking disease mechanisms and developing transformative treatments.

Specialized Recovery Training to Ensure Integrity and Ethical Standards
The infrastructure supporting this work is equally crucial. Recovery teams undergo specialized training 
to safely and respectfully recover whole brains, preserving their integrity for research. This training 
includes learning delicate techniques to handle and prepare specimens, understanding anatomical 
structures, and adhering to strict ethical and legal protocols to integrate researcher and medical 
professional requirements. The teams must also coordinate closely with hospitals and other  
entities involved in the donation process to ensure the process aligns seamlessly with the  
donors’ wishes. LifeNet Health’s recovery teams partner with researchers and other  
medical professionals to standardize training and protocols, ensuring a consistent,  
high-quality approach to this critical work.

Time-Critical Transport of Nervous Tissue
Logistics for transporting nervous tissue such as brains can be complicated and time  
critical. Once recovered, they must be carefully packaged to maintain integrity during  
transit. This involves placing the brains in temperature-controlled containers designed  
to preserve viability and prevent  degradation. Transportation typically occurs  
within a narrow time window, usually 24 hours, to ensure they arrive at  
research facilities in optimal condition. Specialized courier services  
trained in handling biological materials ensure compliance with  
stringent safety and regulatory standards, allowing the  
research process to proceed without delays.

This elaborate process, from donation to  
discovery, is a testament to the power of  
collaboration between donors, healthcare  
professionals, and researchers.
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A Visionary in the Field: 
Henry M. Jackson Foundation

Honoring Donors, Advancing Discoveries

The impact of donor generosity is exemplified by the 
groundbreaking work of the Henry M. Jackson Foundation 
(HJF) for the Advancement of Military Medicine, Inc. 
HJF has significantly advanced our understanding of 
neurodegenerative diseases and brain trauma:
Focusing on military personnel with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) as a result of being 
exposed to blast injuries, HJF identified a distinct pattern of astroglial scarring in the 
brains of affected service members.1 This breakthrough has the potential to redefine 
how blast-related brain injuries are understood, diagnosed, and treated, offering  
new hope to countless individuals.

These achievements are made possible through the 
unwavering commitment of donors and the scientific 
community. By supporting brain research, we are not 
only advancing our understanding of neurodegenerative 
diseases but also offering hope to millions of individuals 
and their families.
These achievements are made possible through the unwavering commitment of 
donors and the scientific community. By supporting brain research, we are not 
only advancing our understanding of neurodegenerative diseases but also offering 
hope to millions of individuals and their families.

At the heart of every discovery lies the generosity of those who choose to give—
whether through organ and tissue donation or by supporting the infrastructure 
and programs that make this work possible. Together, we can continue to  
drive the innovations needed to combat Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, TBI-related 
disabilities and beyond.

Through partnerships, education, and the power of donation, we honor the 
legacy of donors and ensure a brighter future for brain health research.
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